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REVIEWS OP BOOKS 

Japanese expansion and American policies. By James Francis Abbott, 
Ph.D., sometime instructor, Imperial Japanese naval academy. (New 
York: Macmillan company, 1916. 267 p. $1.50) 
This is an interesting series of essays on certain aspects of recent 
Asiatic history which seem most significant for the relations of the 
United States with Japan. The opening chapters furnish a brief his- 
torical survey of comparatively familiar facts rather than a contribution 
to our knowledge of the subject; the treatment is, however, in the main 
sound and in some respects suggestive. It may be mentioned in passing 
that the few casual references to the Dutch indicate a somewhat inade- 
quate appreciation of their part in the making of the new Japan. In 
his discussion of the most recent developments, the author's personal 
contribution is more important, though primarily in point of view and 
comment rather than in the presentation of unfamiliar facts. His ap- 
proach to such difficult problems as Japanese immigration into our 
Pacific states and the proper attitude of our government toward Japanese 
expansion in Korea and Manchuria is conspicuously fair minded. There 
is no blinking of disagreeable facts, but at the same time the author is 
refreshingly free from the cheap cynicism which mars so much of our 
contemporary discussion of far eastern affairs. Popular catch words 
like the "yellow peril" and the "mastery of the Pacific" are ruthlessly 
analyzed with damaging results. Mr. Abbott holds that the course of 
Secretary Knox in the Manchurian railways question antagonized Japan 
without any real advantage to the United States and that the sound 
American policy would be to accept Japanese ambitions in that quarter 
as natural and in a measure at least legitimate. In his opinion, the so- 
called "Monroe doctrine" for Asia would not be inconsistent with a 
large development of America's commercial interests in China, and by 
blocking the partition projects of the European powers would counter- 
balance any real injury to China from the loss of Manchuria. Mean- 
time the outlet for Japanese population and Japanese energy thus af- 
forded would check the movement of emigration toward America and 
relieve the present strain on the friendship of the two great Pacific 
powers. There is of course much to be said on both sides of this prop- 
osition; but, at any rate, Mr. Abbott has done a real service by this 
straightforward and carefully considered presentation of the issue. 

E. B. Greene 



